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A Few Matters Concerning the Living of the Believers (1)
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I. Marriage (continued)
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D. Concerning Those Who Are Married
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1. “To the married...a wife must not be separated from her husband (but if indeed she is separated, let her
remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband), and a husband must not leave his wife...But if the
unbelieving one separates, let him separate” (1 Cor. 7:10-11, 15).
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Those who are married may not be separated. Furthermore, a believing spouse may not be separated from an
unbelieving spouse. If they are separated, they should be reconciled if possible. However, if an unbelieving

spouse separates, the believing spouse should let the unbelieving spouse separate. There should be no legal
action, because God desires reconciliation.
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Those who are no longer married because of separation should not marry again. If believers remarry when
adultery is not involved (see points 2 and 3 below in the section “Concerning Divorce”), the oneness of a
marriage between one man and one woman is destroyed, and they become adulterers.
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2. “Have you been bound to a wife? Do not seek a release” (1 Cor. 7:27).
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A brother who is bound to a wife should not and may not seek a release. This is not the Lord’s will. The Lord
wants him to learn some lessons through his wife.

(=) LREERME, EFRELRN. ~ KEEE=1HAT.
3. “A wife is bound for so long a time as her husband lives” (1 Cor. 7:39).
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While her husband is alive, a sister is bound and cannot remarry; otherwise, she will destroy the oneness
between a husband and wife, and she will be committing adultery.

T PG i)
E. Concerning Remarriage
(=) LRE\EHT, EFHATLEH, EEHEK: RREEXAFEEMA. * KIT-EE=1+L9.

1. “Should the husband fall asleep, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only to one in the Lord” (1
Cor. 7:39).
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If a sister’s husband dies, the bond of oneness between husband and wife is broken. Then she is free to
remarry as long as she keeps one condition: she must marry a brother in the Lord.
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2. “Widows, It is good for them if they remain even as | am. But if they do not have self-control, let them
marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with desire” (1 Cor. 7:8-9).
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When the apostle Paul spoke this word, he must have been single. (We do not know if he ever married.) At
this time he thought it best if widows do not remarry but remain single as he was in order to concentrate on
serving the Lord. If they could not, they could remarry. It is better to remarry than to force oneself to remain
single.

(=) REBERBNEQBEAN, EFI)ILKL, BERF. * ROGLETDTTS, SFELET=EH, +4
_'—I%‘u
3. “l will therefore that younger widows marry, bear children, keep house” (1 Tim. 5:14, see also vv. 9-13,
15).

REEMRT-EFE, WIS UREAT, Al AR B P it it B R SR I BE AR MR T B B T AN, T3 2R i 2,
B, HFARERNGS. BANMEFHZATT, ZMERFENRSH, SR MEEESRERE
TR, AT XS TR T e XA RO R B I AR WL, SEIA ST A AL, F S 2 E
M5l . prol i Bl E E R RN, ERILL, KK, RAsiEE M ERILS.
I AR X EAE, FEBAEINY, HaA TS TREM £ EFHERK, star i, mA
G CE L S R RS A2 ¢/ i E S E

In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul clearly says that at that time he wanted widows to be as he was and remain single. He
did not have a command from the Lord, but this was his hope and opinion. First Corinthians was written early
in his ministry. When he wrote 1 Timothy in his later years, his manner of speaking about this matter changed.
He must have observed that it was difficult for young widows, who could be easily tempted by Satan, to
remain single. Therefore, at that time he wanted younger widows to marry, bear children, and keep house in
order to give no opportunity for Satan to tempt them. Furthermore, he also commanded that widows be sixty
years old before the church enrolled them for assistance. Younger widows were to be refused because the
church could not know whether she would remain single as a widow in need of assistance.
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F. Concerning Divorce
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1. “They are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has yoked together, let man not separate”
(Matt. 19:6).
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When a husband and wife are married, they become one flesh and are no longer two. We must pay particular
attention to the Lord’s word no longer two. This corresponds to a man and a woman being joined together to
be a complete person. Since two are joined as one, they should not be separated. According to the Lord’s
word, this yoking is God’s work; it is of God. Therefore, man may not separate them. People today have no
problem with divorce, but the Lord says, “No!” Marriage is God’s yoking, but divorce is man’s action. God only
agrees with marriage; He never agrees with divorce.
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2. “Whoever divorces his wife, except for fornication, and marries another, commits adultery” (Matt. 19:9).
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Marriage is one; if it becomes two through divorce, there is confusion. Therefore, unless a man’s wife

commits adultery, he may not divorce her and marry another. If he divorces his wife and marries another for
any matter other than adultery, he breaks the oneness of marriage and commits adultery.

(=) NHAEH, EARNEBILNEH, REMBERET; AFRZIWAPEAN, LRATLE
To ' BRABE=+T9.

3. “Everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of fornication, causes her to commit adultery, and
whoever marries her who has been divorced commits adultery” (Matt. 5:32).
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If a wife commits adultery, she is an adulteress. If she does not commit adultery but her husband divorces her,
forcing her to marry another, he causes her to commit adultery since she may not marry again while he is
living. If she marries again, she breaks the oneness of marriage, commits adultery, and becomes an adulteress.
Whoever marries her also breaks the oneness of marriage and therefore commits adultery. This is something
that must not be done. In conclusion, as long as a husband or wife is living, neither party can remarry unless
adultery is involved. If they do, they break the oneness of marriage and commit adultery. This breaks God’s
ordination and destroys what God has yoked. God does not approve of this.
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G. Marriage Being a Symbol of the Union between Christ and the Church
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1. “I betrothed you to one husband...as a pure virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2).
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The marriage of a man and a woman is a symbol of the joining of Christ and the church. The apostle considers
Christ as the Husband and the believers as His betrothed. Furthermore, he betrothed us as a pure virgin to
Christ. Therefore, whenever we see a marriage, we should be reminded of our relationship to Christ and of
Christ’s relationship to us.
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2. “He who has the bride is the bridegroom” (John 3:29; see also Matt. 9:15).
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When John the Baptist introduced the Lord Jesus, he said that the Lord was not only the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world but also the Bridegroom who would marry the bride. The Lord Himself also
said that He came to earth as the Bridegroom. The bride whom He desires to marry is His redeemed ones, the
believers. He is the unique, true Bridegroom in the universe. Human bridegrooms are a symbol of Him as the
true Bridegroom. His relationship with us and our relationship with Him are the relationships of the
Bridegroom with the bride. We should be reminded of this whenever we see a bridegroom and a bride.
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