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A Few Matters Concerning the Living of the Believers (V)

R KE (8)
Il. Family (continued)
— FETFH5LR (8

A. Husband and Wife (continued)
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6. “Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter against them” (Col. 3:19; see also Eph. 5:23-29, 33).
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God’s command to husbands is marvelous. The opposite of subjection is the assertion of authority, and since
God tells wives to be subject to their husbands, logically speaking, He should tell husbands to assert authority
over their wives. Instead, He commands husbands to love their wives. Although the husband is the head, God
does not command him to assert authority over his wife; rather, He wants him to love his wife. A husband’s
authority as head must be exercised through love. If he does not love his wife, it will be difficult for him to
assert authority over his wife. If he does not love his wife, it also will be difficult for his wife to be subject to
him. A husband who considers himself as the head but lacks love toward his wife or, as in the case of some
brothers, does not love his wife enough should not expect his wife to be subject to him.
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7. “Husbands...dwell together with them according to knowledge...assigning honor to them” (1 Pet. 3:7).
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Husbands must deal with their wives with love and according to knowledge. A husband must deal with his
wife according to knowledge because his wife is weaker. According to knowledge means according to reason,
according to facts and principles, not according to emotions and reactions. If a husband is sympathetic to his
wife’s weaknesses and cares for and reasonably deals with her according to the facts of each matter, he truly
loves his wife. However, when some brothers deal with their wives, they are completely unreasonable; that is,
they consider only their own preferences. They give free rein to their emotions and are confused to the extent
that they are not a proper head. This creates problems for their wives who seemingly are without a husband
or a head. We should not be like this.
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Although the husband should be sympathetic with his wife according to knowledge because she is weaker, he
should not despise her for her weakness. On the contrary, he should assign honor to her because she is one
flesh with him and a fellow heir of the grace of life. A husband is the authority in God’s ordination, and a wife
must submit to this authority; in the old creation God made the husband stronger and the wife weaker.
Nevertheless, in God’s eyes a husband and wife are one person, and in His salvation a husband and wife are
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heirs together of the grace of life. Therefore, husbands should be sympathetic to their wives” weaknesses on
the one hand and assign honor to their wives on the other hand.
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Husbands often love their wives and are sympathetic to them, but they do not honor them. Honor must be
added to a husband’s love and sympathy in order for him to properly treat his wife. Only love and sympathy
combined with honor can be considered as true love and reliable sympathy.
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8. “Do not deprive each other, except by agreement for a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer,
and then be together again” (1 Cor. 7:5; see also 9:5).
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Unless they want to devote themselves to prayer, a husband and wife should not sleep separately so that
Satan does not have an opportunity to tempt them. According to this principle, husbands and wives also
should not be separated for long periods of time. A husband should take his wife with him wherever he goes.
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1. “The two shall be one flesh. This mystery is great, but | speak with regard to Christ and the church” (Eph.
5:31-32).
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A husband and a wife, being one flesh, are a symbol of a great mystery, Christ and the church, and of the
oneness between Christ and the church. Whenever we consider a husband and wife being one flesh, we
should see the mystery of the oneness of Christ and the church.
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2. “A husband is head of the wife as also Christ is Head of the church...But as the church is subject to Christ,
so also let the wives be subject to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives even as Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself up for her” (Eph. 5:23-25).
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A husband, as the head of the wife, is a symbol of Christ as the Head of the church. Therefore, a wife being
subject to her husband is a symbol of the church being subject to Christ, and a husband loving his wife is a
symbol of Christ loving the church. Every proper relationship between husband and wife is a manifestation of
the story of Christ and the church. Therefore, as husbands and wives, we should be careful to be proper
husbands and wives in order to properly manifest the relationship between Christ and the church.
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