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A Few Matters Concerning the Living of the Believers (IX)
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IV. Making friends
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A. The Principle of Making Friends
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1. “Do not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership do righteousness and

lawlessness have? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness?...0r what part does a believer have
with an unbeliever?” (2 Cor. 6:14-15).
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The first principle in the matter of making friends is that believers may not make friends with unbelievers. We
are righteousness, light, of Christ, and the temple of God; unbelievers are lawlessness, darkness, of Satan, and
idol-worshippers. The nature, use, and owner of a believer and unbeliever are completely opposite. Therefore,
we must be separated from them. We should not have fellowship with them so that we can have fellowship
with God and become sons and daughters who are pleasing to God.
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2. “Evil companionships corrupt good morals”; “Evil pursues sinners” (1 Cor. 15:33; Prov. 13:21; see also
18:24).
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The second principle related to believers’ making of friends is not to have evil companionships. While we
cannot be friends with unbelievers, we must be careful and not make friends loosely even with a believer. If
we make friends loosely without discernment, it will be difficult to avoid evil influences; thus, we can corrupt
ourselves and suffer loss.
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B. The Kind of Friends That We Should Make
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1. “There is a true friend that sticks closer than a brother” (Prov. 18:24; see also John 11:11; 15:13-15).
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Ouir first friend should be the Lord Himself. He is closer to us than a brother. We should fellowship with Him
and be His close friend.
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2. “With those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22; see also 3 John 14).
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Our second friend should be one who loves the Lord with a pure heart. We should fellowship much with him
and pursue the Lord together.
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C. Patterns of Friendship
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1. “The friend of God” (James 2:23; see also 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; Gen. 18).
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Abraham is the best pattern in the matter of making friends. He fellowshipped with God and was the friend of
God. God also considered him as a friend, so he was called the friend of God. In Genesis 18 Abraham
entertained God just as a friend would receive another friend, especially when he walked with God to send
Him away.
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2. “Intimate counsel with God” (Job 29:4).

2 RBATE K — N FRERE . AR B R N . Rl ORI R .

Job is also a good pattern in making friends. He was an intimate friend of God from the days of his prime.
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3. “Feared God and turned away from evil” (Job 1:1; see also 2:11-13; 42:7-10).
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Job’s three friends made friends with Job, who feared God and turned away from evil. As a result, they gained
a deeper knowledge of God because of Job. This should be a pattern to us in making friends.
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4. “Fully followed Jehovah” (Num. 32:12; see also 14:6-10).
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Caleb and Joshua were friends who both fully followed Jehovah. Young believers should especially follow their
example in making friends.
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5. “A man according to My heart” (Acts 13:22; see also 1 Sam. 18:1-3; 19:1-7; 20:12-17; 2 Sam. 1:26).
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Jonathan did not care for his relationship with his father or for his father’s fleshly will. He made friends with

David, a man according to God’s heart. As a result, he and his descendants were not affected by his father;
rather, they were blessed. This is a pattern that we should follow in making friends.
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6. Making friends with overcomers in a wasteland, like Daniel and his three friends (see Dan. 1:6-17; 3:8-30).
EUVERE =N, RS EERIRA e H A FH2E, SR Esim, N 7 IR — B
—H UG WAE . XRENES HASWTEmE, LR,

Daniel’s three friends made friends with Daniel, who was an overcomer in a wasteland. As a result, they were
a shining testimony and spoke for the Lord in the wasteland, and their testimony and words continue to shine
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throughout the ages. This is a good pattern for making friends in the wasteland in which the church exists
today.
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