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1. “The law is not of faith, yet, ‘He who does them shall live because of them’” (Gal. 3:12; see also Rom.
10:5; Lev. 18:5).
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The law is not of faith but of works. The principle of the law is not faith but works. The law is not based on

faith or on the principle of faith but on works and the principle of works. Under the law we must be those who
do in order to live. This is a principle of the law.
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2. “As many as are of the works of law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not
continue in all the things written in the book of the law to do them’” (Gal. 3:10).
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According to the principle of the law, only those who do the works of the law can live and be blessed, and

since no one can do the works of the law, there is only death and the curse. This is the principle and the
declaration of the law.
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3. “Whoever keeps the whole law yet stumbles in one point has become guilty of all” (James 2:10).
BRERTESRI) AT, RO T RTEER, AnH LR BRRENEEEAT 7, KRBT %, Bt
AL T AR REHE R EREE, RT3, LR AT T AR ETIE, R T — A, B
R RLZZNT T, A T BNAL I AT A T L. X ANARE R JEN, ARG RN E
o

The law requires perfection in the keeping of the law. There cannot be the slightest deviation. If one keeps the
whole law but eventually stumbles in only one point, it is as if he has broken the whole law. If a link in a chain
is broken, the entire chain is broken. If there is only a small break in the filament of a light bulb, the entire light

bulb is useless. In order to be approved according to the law, the entire law must be kept completely. This is a
definite principle of the law and a clear declaration of the law.
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1. “The law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh” (Rom. 8:3).
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Although the law is spiritual, holy, righteous, and good, it is weak and even impotent because of the flesh. The
law was given because man does not know the flesh yet still relies on it. The law places demands on the flesh
to expose the corruption and impotence of the flesh so that man can know the flesh. The flesh is corrupted
and impotent. It cannot fulfill even the smallest of the law’s demands, so the flesh makes the law weak and
impotent.
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2. “Out of the works of the law no flesh shall be justified before Him” (Rom. 3:20; see also Gal. 2:16; 3:11;
Acts 13:39).
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No one can be justified by God out of the works of the law. Man is corrupt and weak, and no one can keep the
law because of the flesh. Thus, the law is weak in man.
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3. “There is...the setting aside of the preceding commandment because of its weakness and
unprofitableness (for the law perfected nothing)” (Heb. 7:18-19).
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Since the law is weak and impotent through man’s flesh, it perfected nothing in man. Although the law can
cause man to know sin and to know himself, it has only this function on the negative side. On the positive side,
the law cannot cause man to forsake sin or be justified by God in order to please God; therefore, it can
accomplish nothing. Since it accomplishes nothing, it is unprofitable.
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According to the preceding passages of the Bible, we should know that God has no intention for man to keep
the law. God gave the law to man because He wanted the law to expose man so that he would know himself.
Because of the influence of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, man thought that God wanted him to
keep the law. Furthermore, because he did not know himself, man thought that he could keep the law by his
own strength. Since God knew that man did not have the strength to keep the law, He never intended for man
to keep the law. God wanted man to know his own corruption and impotence through the law and then
receive the grace of God.
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