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A. The Nature of Grace
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1. “The kindness and the love...of our Savior God appeared”; “God so loved...that He gave” (Titus 3:4; John
3:16).
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The law is according to God’s righteousness, holiness, and goodness. Grace is according to God’s love. The
manifestation of God’s love is grace. Love is God’s heart toward us, and grace is God’s action toward us. The
action of God’s grace comes out of God’s heart of love. God is involved in actions toward us because He loves
us. In His actions toward us, He gave His only begotten Son to accomplish redemption. All of God’s actions
toward us are according to grace. Grace comes out of His love. Therefore, grace is the manifestation of God’s
love. When God’s love is manifested, it is grace.

(D) WHRFEENRE, RRMEREREEARNFTHIHERE. * UHRF_ELT,

2. “The surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7).
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God’s grace is His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. Kindness comes out of love. The love of God causes Him
to be kind toward us. When this kindness reaches us, it is grace.
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3. “Now to the one who works, his wages are not accounted according to grace, but according to what is
due. But to the one who does not work, but believes” (Rom. 4:4-5).
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God gives grace to us freely because of His love. We do not need to do anything. If we needed to do anything,
what we received would be according to wages, to work, not grace. Wages are earned by working; they are
not free. Grace is gained freely through faith. We do not need to work or exert any effort. Whatever is
obtained through effort is not according to grace. We do not need to pay a price for grace, because it is given
to us freely by God.
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4. “If by grace, it is no longer out of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom. 11:6).
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God’s grace has no connection to man’s works or actions. Whatever is by grace is not out of works. Works
cannot be mixed with grace. Once something is out of works, that is, once works are involved, grace is no
longer grace. Since grace is given freely by God, it cannot be earned by works or actions.
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5. “By the grace of God | am what | am; and His grace unto me did not turn out to be in vain...l labored more
abundantly than all of them, yet not | but the grace of God which is with me” (1 Cor. 15:10).
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The grace of God made the apostle Paul a special person, one who could labor more abundantly than all of
them. His labor was not something out of himself but rather out of the grace of God which was with him.
Paul’'s word shows that the grace of God is not something lifeless but something living. This living gift is the
powerful life of God; in other words, it is God Himself. Grace could make Paul into an apostle and could enable
him to do things that others could not, because it is the powerful life of God. Paul obtained the powerful life of
God, God Himself. The highest grace that God gives to man, the highest grace that man receives from God, is
the life of God Himself.
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When John 1:14 and 17, Romans 5:17 and 21, Philippians 4:23, and many other passages in the New
Testament speak of grace, they actually refer to the life of God and to God Himself. The grace that we obtain is
the life of God and God Himself. This is the reality of grace.
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1. “His grace,...which He caused to abound to us...according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in
Himself” (Eph. 1:6, 8-9).
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God’s grace is given to us according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Himself. According to the
context of these verses, good pleasure refers to what God purposed before the foundation of the world (v. 4).
God purposed to give us grace before the foundation of the world. His intention was not an accident, nor is it
temporary. Before the foundation of the world, God determined to give us grace. Grace was not added
alongside, like the law. The law was added along the way; grace has always existed. God deals with us by grace
because this is according to His original intention in eternity. Grace is not like the law, which God used only
along the way in time.
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2. “Grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before the times of the ages” (2 Tim. 1:9).
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The grace of God was given to us before the times of the ages, that is, in eternity. We received the grace of
God before the times of the ages even began.
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3. “When the kindness and the love to man of our Savior God appeared”; “Grace...now has been manifested
through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus” (Titus 3:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10).
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Although the grace of God was given to us in eternity, it was manifested in time when our Lord Jesus came to
accomplish redemption, enabling us to know, obtain, and enjoy grace.

) ‘B, BEREHHR. X ®REP_EH.
4. “The grace of God...has appeared” (Titus 2:11).
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The grace of God appeared when the Lord Jesus came through incarnation to accomplish redemption. Now
man can gain and enjoy grace in reality.
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