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In Adam and in Christ (1)
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There are two special phrases in the Bible that speak of a basic truth concerning God’s salvation: in Adam and
in Christ. If we want to know God'’s salvation, we must know the matters related to being in Adam and in
Christ.
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. In God’s eyes there being only two men
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A. Adam Being the First Man, the First Adam
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1. “The first man, Adam”; “The first man is out of the earth” ( 1 Cor. 15:45, 47 ).
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Although there are millions of people in the world, in God’s eyes there are only two men. The first man is
Adam. The Bible calls him the first man and the first Adam. He is out of the earth, so he is earthy. He is the
beginning of man. He is the first man and the first Adam because before him there was no man. All the people
in the world are his descendants, and everyone is out of him; thus, everyone is in him. Although his
descendants number in the millions, in God’s view Adam and we, as his descendants, are just one man
because we are out of him and in him.
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Every person in the world is one with Adam. Everyone has come out of Adam and is a part of Adam. When a
watermelon is cut into many slices, the slices are still a part of the watermelon, and the slices equal only one
watermelon. Every person in the world is a “slice” of Adam, a part of Adam. Everyone together equals Adam.
Although every person is an individual, every person is Adam because everyone is a part of Adam. Strictly
speaking, our name is Adam because we are out of Adam and in Adam. Therefore, in God’s eyes Adam and his
descendants are one man, Adam. As the first man, Adam is the first Adam.
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B. Christ Being the Second Man,the Last Adam
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1. “The second man is out of heaven”; “The last Adam” ( 1 Cor. 15:47 , 45 ).
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The Bible speaks of Christ as the second man. This may seem a little peculiar because, according to our
thought, Cain was the second man. However, the Bible says that the second man is Christ. This is God’s view. In
God’s eyes the only man after Adam is Christ because there was only one man before Christ. Apart from Adam,
there was no other man before Christ. Thus, in God’s eyes Adam is the first man, and Christ is the second man.
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In 1 Corinthians 15 Christ is called not only the second man but also the last Adam, or the last man. This tells
us that in God’s eyes, Christ is not only the second man but also the last man. After Christ there is no other
man. Although there is one man before Christ, there is not another man after Christ. Adam is the first man;
Christ is the second man. In God’s eyes, just as there was no man before Adam, there is no man after Christ.
Furthermore, there is no man between Adam and Christ. Therefore, in God’s view there are only two men in
the universe—Adam and Christ.
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If we want to thoroughly know and accurately experience God’s way of salvation, we must see that there are
only two men in the universe—Adam and Christ. Apart from these two men, there is not another man. In
God’s eyes every person in the world is either in Adam or in Christ. If we are not in Adam, we are in Christ
because there is not a third man. This is God’s vision. This is God’s point of view. We must have God’s vision
and God’s point of view to thoroughly know and to accurately experience His way of salvation. May the Lord
open our eyes to see this.
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